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WEST VIRGINIA -- Shorn wool production in West Virginia during 2002 totaled
174,000 pounds, down 3 percent from the 2001 production of 180,000 pounds.
Sheep and lambs shorn during 2002 totaled 28,000 head, down 2,000 head from the
number shorn in 2001. The fleece weight averaged 6.2 pounds, up from 6.0 pounds
in 2001.

The average price per pound was $0.22, down $0.01 from the 2001 price. The total
value of production was $38,000 dollars, unchanged from the 2001 value.

UNITED STATES -- Shornwool production in the United States during 2002 was 41.2
million pounds, down 4 percent from 2001. Sheep and lambs shorn totaled 5.45
million head, down 4 percent from 2001. Average fleece weight of shorn wool was
7.5 pounds, down 0.1 pound from the previous year.

The average price paid for wool sold in 2002 was $0.53 per pound for a total value
of $21.8 million dollars, up 42 percent from $15.3 million dollars in 2001.

INTERNET ACCESS: All NASS reports are now available free of charge on the worldwide Internet. For
access, connect to the Internet and select: http://www.usda.gov/nass

The Census is Counting on You.
You make it known — AGRICULTURE COUNTS!



